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Welcome to Appleby Golf Clubõs 

Members and Visitors Newsletter.  

We hope that you enjoy our 

news, features, results and 

anecdotes of happenings on and 

off the course.  Grateful thanks to 

all contributors.  

www.appleb ygolfclub.co.uk  

 

Some of the features in this issue: 

¶ Welcome from Captain, Bob 

Pitchers 

¶ New Year New Website 

¶ Welcome to new Club 

Professional, Gaele Tapper 

¶ Junior Coaching  

¶ Course improvements 

¶ Ladies looking forward to the 

year ahead 

 

            For all you regular visitors to 

www.applebygolfclub.co.uk  you will have seen a radical change at the end of October 2009 to the 

design, look and interactivity of the clubõs website.  In a review during the early part of 2009 it was 

decided by the Marketing Committee that the old site simply wasnõt working hard enough for the club in 

attracting new members and visitors t o our fabulous course.  The new site ensures that editorial control 

stays with members so that news/updates and information can be uploaded as quickly as possible.  Also 

members have access to the membersõ pages where you can plan your golf diary for the year.  And for 

the first time, entry forms for all of the Clubõs Open Competitions can be downloaded, thereby 

streamlining the entry process.  For any member wishing to gain access to the membersõ pages, please 

email  Jo Tinsley ( jo_tinsley@yahoo.co.uk  ) wh o will email you your unique password.   Eventually we hope 

to be able to offer visitors the opportunity to book and pay for green fees online.   A bi -monthly  e-

newsletter will be available to download which will highlight all the clubõs latest promotions and events 

throughout the year.  

 
 

A look forward to the Season ahead... ....  
Welcome to our Spring Newsletter which I hope you will all find enjoyable and 

informative. My thanks go to our Steward  and Stewardess, Jim and Dawn, who have 

kindly sponsored this edition. 

It has not been the greatest of starts to my year of Captaincy with the weather playing 

a trump card in disrupting our Boxing Day competition, Winter League fixtures as well 

has having a detrimental effect on our income. Still, this is a factor outside my circle of 

influence! 

Looking forward, both our Easter Opens are fully subscribed and also the 36 Hole 

Open competition which speaks volumes for the continued popularity of Appleby Golf 

Club. Let us hope that the weather improves as weôre now into March and April draws 

closer, and both events benefit from the favourable conditions they so richly deserve.  

We have the home leg of our annual match against Barnard Castle on Saturday 10th 

April which is always keenly contested but played in a most friendly manner. The l ist is 

up now so please put your name down if you can and not only support the club but 

enjoy the camaraderie between our two clubs.  

This year Appleby Golf Club plays host to the Westmorland Inter Club Tournament on 

Sunday 20th June competing against Kendal GC and Windermere GC. With your 

support we could achieve a home win and I would encourage as many members as 

possible to come along and support our teams. Let us ensure that all our team 

members have a caddy on the day. Indeed it would be fantastic if an y of our juniors 

would offer their services as caddy to our scratch league team this season just think of 

the experience they would gain watching top club players playing against each other.  

Finally, for those of you not going to Wembley with Carlisle Unit ed, the list is up for 

the Captain V Vice Captain match on the 28th March. A close match is envisaged, and 

as I have lost to Jeff for the last few weeks I feel that the tide is about to turn as the 

Vice Captain may have peaked too early! 

 

Bob Pitchers  

Capt ain  

 

An yone for a game?  

One of the features for members 

of the new website is ôAnyone 

for a Gameõ.  You can post your 

details when you are available to 

have a round of golf ð a fantastic 

way to meet other members of 

the club which may lead to a 

regular game ! 

http://www.applebygolfclub.co.uk/


 

 

 
Hi, me again.  
What a bad start to the year, snow and frost and as I write this things 
arenõt changing.  Only the hardy golfers who have ventured out would 
have noticed the 15th green is out of commission.  We have being doing 
some draining to the green and bunker, using a new draining 
technique called Aquadyne.  This is recycled rubber crushed into meter 
lengths which can be laid flat or on its side.  The advantage of using this 
type of draining is you donõt need stones - soil can go directly on top.  
This system wonõt leave the green stressed in hot weather (whenever we 
get some), but drains well in wet conditions.  I would like to thank you 
for your patience while the green recovers.  These are some photos to 
give you an idea of the work done.  
Steve Campbell 
Head Greenkeeper 

                       

And from the 

Chairman of the 

Greens......  
Iõd just like to mention that if 

any members (or visitors) have 

any comments / suggestions on 

course improvements th en 

please do not hesitate to contact 

me on :  

adamgelliott@btinternet.com  

All ôsensibleõ suggestions 

considered!  

Many thanks  

Adam Elliott  

Chairman of Greens  

                                            
Since my last report in September 09, we have played the Kipling bowl won by Liam 

Shepherd the Paul Jenkinson Trophy won by Nick Sowerby and the Autumn medal won by 

Sam Hutt the junior presentation was a great day with over a hundred adults and juniors 

attending. 

The juniors have had 9/18 hole competitions from November through to the present time 

playing for the Winter league trophies leader as we go to print in week 9 is James Haworth. 

The club has seven juniors doing the Cumbria Futures Academy coaching, Jessica Coates, 

Anna Pigney, Cameron Munro, James Haworth, Josh Swaby, Nick Sowerby and James 

Nicholson and one of the juniors Nick Sowerby has been selected to play in the County 

under 14 team. 

The club is entering a team in the junior summer league and any junior interested in playing 

in the team should put their name and details on the sheet on the junior notice board.  

As you all may know now the Shop has a new owner Mr Gaele Tapper and he is very keen to 

work with the juniors in his position as professional and we are hoping if there is enough 

interest to run subsidised coaching sessions every week for the juniors.   Please see 

opposite for details.   

After the six week free lessons Gaele Tapper will be running subsidised coaching on 

Saturdays for junior members in groups 0 -24 handicap 2pm - 3pm and 25 - 54 handicap 

3pm - 4pm the cost per junior for a session session will be £2.00.  

Dates for diary Saturday 3
rd

 April  Adult / Junior Foresomes competition 

Wednesday 7
th

 April  Presidents Day 9/18 hole Stableford 

Monday 3
rd

 May   Golf  Foundation 9/18 hole Stableford 

Saturday 8
th

 May   Invite to club, Kids and Parents   

David Kipling (Junior Organiser)       

 

 
THANK YOU to John & Isobel Williams 

for providing the fantastic images of 

the course for the website.   

So what is the Central Database of 

Handicaps (CDH)?   

The CDH has been introduced by the EGU/EWGA 

in conjunction with CONGU and it is hoped will 

bring benefits for clubs and their members, 

counties and at national level, by reducing 

administration time for administrators and 

handicap committees alike, plus further improve 

the integrity of the Unified Handicap System.  

The Benefits to Clubs  

¶ Access to playing records of all their club 
members in order to check if required  

¶ Access to limited details of all golfers from 
outside their club in order to verify 
handicaps when hosting an Open 
competitions etc.  

¶ Automatic reporting of away scores  

¶ Check for Active / Inactive handicaps  

¶ No requirement to produce and send year 
end reports to EGU & County  

The Benefits to Club Members  

¶ Access to check handicap and when last 
updated through EGU Golf Central  

 

Every MEMBER has been allocated a unique 
membership number ς to obtain YOURS please 
ask behind the bar.  For the LADIES, please 
see/email Anne Cousin, Handicap Secretary. 

 

 



 

 

                   

My name is Gaele Tapper and I have just taken over the shop at 

Appleby and the driving range at Carlisle. I am a 37 year old PGA 

professional and was granted the advanced status in 2004. I am 

married and have two little boys. I have been in the golf trade for 

nearly 20 years and worked at private clubs as well as a large pay -and-

play complex, all mainly in the South of England.  

Customer service is and has always been a central part into achieve 

good results for all involved and I treat clients in the way that I like 

t o be treated.  

I want to say that we will not be beaten on price but my staff and I 

will aim to deliver a high quality service to all our clients.  If that 

means doing a price match or even improving on a competitorõs price 

that will be part of our policy a s long as the quote is like for like and 

from a reputable competitor.  

This year, we will aim to run weekly junior lessons coaching, group 

lessons and individual lessons. As an introductory package I would like 

to offer four half hour lessons for the price of three . 

Finally, I will regularly bring with me a custom fitting centre  so you 

will be able to try different clubs and also shafts whilst being fitted  

with the right  equipment for you within your budget. We have the 

Cobra fitting cart, the Taylor Made on e (both too big to bring but if 

you are interested I can bring a selection of heads and shafts). We 

also have the Mizuno, Titleist and Callaway fitting carts.  

I look forward to getting to know you and I will aim to exceed your 

expectations.  

Wishing you all  a successful 2010 season and above all enjoy 

your golf.  

Happy golfing,  

Gaele Tapper MBA, PGAAP 

 

 
 

In early November last year, a group of 

Appleby ladies went for a golfing break to 

The Cally Pal ace Hotel, Gatehouse-of-

Fleet.  

I was playing with Jane Rainey -Brown 

and Eileen Furby.  After playing a shot on 

the 10 th  hole, a crow flew down and 

started pecking at my ball, then picked it 

up and flew off with it to the side of the 

green.  I dropped anoth er ball and played 

a shot onto the green.  The crown then 

abandoned my first ball, flew over to my 

second and proceeded to pick this up and 

flew off over to the next fairway!  I then 

drove off from the 11 th  tee and we could 

not believe our eyes when a crow  flew 

down and picked that one up as well!  

This meant that crows took 3 consecutive 

balls that Iõd played.   

IS THAT A RECORD?  

Joyce Davidson               

Iõm sure youõll all join me in welcoming Gaele 
and his family to our club.  Gaele and David 
Kipling have already met with a view to 
putting together a very comprehensive Junior 
Coaching programme and introduction of a 
Junior Academy.  I do hope members and 
visitors will support Gaele in his new venture 
and wish him every success. 
Bob Pitchers, Captain  

 
 

FREE coaching sessions will commence on S aturday 24 th  April for six weeks for the following 

groups:  

 

¶ Juniors Taster Sessions (members and non -members)  ð 11.00 hrs to 12.00 hrs  

¶ Juniors with handicaps of 0 to 24     ð 14.00 hrs to 15.00 hrs  

¶ Juniors with handicaps of 25 to 54     ð 15.00 hrs to 16. 00 hrs  

¶ Adult Taster Sessions (non -members)    ð 16.00 hrs to 17.00 hrs  

 

After the six weeks a subsidised coaching programme is being introduced to help Juniors 

continue with their development.  



 

 

This edition has been very 

kindly sponsored by  our  

Steward and Stewardess,  

Jim and Dawn  

who would like to wish 

both members and 

visitors a successful 

golfing season.  

         

 

       

County Cards are now available from behind the bar.  These are fantastic value for money at 
only £12.50 and not only do you receive up to 50% discount on green fees from clubs in Cumbria, 

the offer is now extended for use in 24 other counties including Yorkshire and Lancashire! 

Well letõs hope we can start to talk about golf soon and 
not the weather.  Not a great start to the season with 
only a handful of the ladies braving the weather and 
turning out for the Winter League.   
Itõs a big year for the ladies as Appleby is playing host 
to the Westmorland & North West Lancashire Shield on 
Monday 24th May.  Great expectations on the host 
teamõs shoulders but weõre sure to have an enjoyable 
day.  The ladies Captain vs Vice-Captain match is 
eagerly anticipated, Lady Captain, Sheila, and Vice-
Captain, Anne, closely eyeing current form!  Appleby is 
also playing host to a Ladies County Vets match on 
Sunday 21st March. 
Two of the clubõs junior girls, Jessica Dawson-Coates 
and Anna Pigney have been participating in the 
Cumbria Futures Golf Academy coaching programme 
throughout the winter period.   
On Thursday 4th March, the ladies committee have 
invited Lynn Hill, Sports Psychologist, to teach us some 
techniques.  Letõs hope we can all convert what we 
learn onto the course.  The ladies section are also 
looking to organise regular coaching sessions with the 
new Professional, Gaele Tapper.   
The Ladies 
 

    

Not quite Cockermouth High Street  

These two images were taken by Steve 

Campbell  at the end of last year  when the 

whole county was pounded by severe wet 

weather .  For those of you who havenõt figured 

out the location  ð they are taken from the 15 th  

tee looking back to the 14 th  green.  


